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BURNHAM MEADOWS
LOCATION:
CLIENT:
TYPE:
DATE:

OTONABEE-SOUTH MONAGHAN, ON
SAFE HARBOUR DEVELOPMENTS INC.
RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY PLANNING
2008 - PRESENT

04.5

Windows provide
visual interest
and rhythm to a
house.

All windows should be maintenance-free, thermally sealed, double
glazed and either casement, single-hung or double-hung.
style of the building. Other window shapes are encouraged as an
accent but should be used with discretion to ensure consistency
with the architectural style of the dwelling.
promote “eyes on the street”.
Primary upper and lower storey windows on street-facing elevations
should be aligned in an organized manner to enhance the façade.
Window mullions and muntin bars should be used on the front
not permitted.

W W W . M H B C P L A N . C O M

The vision for the
Burnham Meadows
Community will be
realized by adhering
to the following
principles:

The generous use of front porches, verandahs or porticos
should be encouraged for new dwelling designs, where
appropriate to the architectural style of the dwelling, to
contribute to a rural streetscape appearance and provide
opportunities for ‘eyes on the street’ as well as social
interaction among neighbours.
Covered porches should not be enclosed with walls.
Porch columns should be consistent with the character of the
house and should be a minimum of 8”x8” or 8” diameter.

Providing a mix and range of uses to achieve a self-sustaining
community.
Establishing strong pedestrian linkages through the use of trails
and pathways to create an interconnected open space or “green”
network.
Ensuring a gradual transition from leisurely lower density residential
to an active and vibrant Neighbourhood Commercial Village in the
community’s built form.
decorative concrete asphalts treatment, and other ornamental
features.

Hand railings should be consistent with the character of the house.

Incorporating and taking advantage of existing natural features
such as wetlands and watercourses into the overall design of the
community.

metal railings are discouraged.
Porch depths are to be a maximum of 8’ .

Creating a green and attractive public realm with walkable distances.

minimized.

Ensuring that landscaping, streetscapes, signage, lighting and street
furniture are designed with a coordinated theme or community
vision.

Porches or porticoes should be one storey in height, with the
exception of balconies, which are permitted on the second storey,
and are to be of the same quality and style of the ground level
patio.

Providing a variety of architectural styles, massing, elevations and
materials on residential and commercial buildings to ensure visual
interest in the streetscape.

On corner/ priority lots, wrap-around porches are encouraged.

Using high quality architectural design and detailing to enhance the
building façades and avoid repetition.
feasible.
Creating a high quality Commercial Village that provides a diverse,
safe and pedestrian friendly experience.
Integrating the Commercial Village as part of the “green” network.

LAND USE
PLAN
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USES
& ZONES
Burnham Meadows
proposes a mix of residential,
retirement, commercial, park
and open space uses in order
to achieve a self-sustaining
community.
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BURNHAM
MEADOWS

Single-detached and townhouse dwellings make
up the residential portion of the community which
is located predominantly in the northern half of the
site. The retirement living portion of the community
is central to the property and is comprised of a
range of townhome dwelling units anchored by two
multi-unit retirement homes. A commercial centre is
located on the west side of the site and functions as
the community’s neighbourhood village. Finally, the

guidelines

open space features, a series of parks and stormwater
management ponds.

01

vision statement
understanding the context
guiding principles
design control
terminology & interpretation
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02.1
02.2
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concept plan
uses & zones
transportation network
existing preserved open space
proposed open spaces
i)
stormwater management ponds
ii)
parks
iii)
trails & open space
streetscape design
community design elements
i)
gateway features
ii)
street plantings
iii)
street signs
iv)
lighting & street furniture

02.6
02.7

LEGEND
LEGEND
SINGLE-DETACHED RESIDENTIAL
TOWNHOMES
RETIREMENT HOME
COMMERCIAL
SERVICING
CREEK / OPEN SPACE / BUFFER
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COMMERCIAL VILLAGE DESIGN

coordinating design elements
landscape design elements
architectural design & detailing
sustainable initiatives
animating the outdoor realm
integrating commercial village circulation
site plan approval

DESIGN REVIEW & APPROVAL PROCESS
preliminary review process

submission requirements
township of otanabee-south monaghan approval

APPENDICIES

open space planting
streetscape planting

5 min. (400 m) walking radius

02.5

LANDSCAPE
DESIGN ELEMENTS
Within the Commercial Village, attention will be given
to landscaping and streetscapes. Special attention will
be given to landscaping priority areas for pedestrian
movement.
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06.1
06.2
06.3
06.4

architectural diversity
colour palette & materials
building height, elevation & massing
roof lines
windows
porches / balconies
main entrances
architectural detailing
address plaques
foundation walls
sustainable development

PARK
LOT ADDITIONS
ROADS
STORM WATER MANAGEMENT POND

05.2

COMMERCIAL
VILLAGE
CONCEPT

RESIDENTIAL ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN

05.1
05.2
05.3
05.4
05.5
05.6
05.7

URBAN DESIGN
01.6
compliance
& LANDSCAPE
ARCHITEC02
TURECOMMUNITY DESIGN

All amenities have been spaced and located to ensure
walkable distances (i.e. a 5 minute walk), encouraging
a conformable and aesthetically pleasing experience
for the overall community.

residential lots
priority lots
i)
‘T’ intersection lots
ii)
corner lots
iii)
lots abutting green spaces
driveways & placement
interface with existing developments
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INTRODUCTION

01.1
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01.3
01.4
01.5

M
HBC
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RESIDENTIAL LOT DESIGN
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and architectural control

Urban Design & Architectural Control Guidelines

Burnham Meadows provides a gradual transition of
community activity, from the leisurely lower density
residential homes on the east, to the more active and
vibrant Neighbourhood Commercial Village on the
west. The Commercial Village will provide a full range
of retail and service commercial type uses to provide
for the everyday needs of this community. The
retirement residences and townhomes are in close
proximity to the Commercial Village to encourage
greater activity and pedestrian movement within and
between the commercial areas.

APPROVED
ZONING PLAN

PROPOSED
OPEN SPACES

The landscaping theme should coordinate with
the rest of the community’s landscaping and
streetscaping pattern.
Create gateway/entrance feature(s) that provide
visual interest within the Commercial Village.
Provide for a combination of hard and soft
landscaping as well as vertical landscape features
at gateway locations.
Provide landscaped walkways with consistent
theme/branding, including signage, street furniture,
and pedestrian scale lighting.

concrete or asphalt treatment.
Ensure that landscaping makes consideration for
shade in pedestrians pathways or resting areas
.

TELEVISION ROAD

MHBC

PLANNING
URBAN DESIGN
& LANDSCAPE
ARCHITEC TURE

GUIDING
PRINCIPLES

PORCHES / BALCONIES

minimum wide casing. Where shutters are used, they should be half
the width of the window opening. Narrow shutters which do not
match the opening should be avoided.

MHBC was retained by Safe Harbour Developments Inc. to obtain approvals
for an Official Plan Amendment, Zoning By-law Amendment and Draft Plan
of Subdivision for the development of Burnham Meadows, a new
community providing a mix of uses and living options in the south end of
Donwood in Otonabee-South Monaghan. As a component of the overall
community development, the client requested the preparation of design
controls to assist potential builders with maintaining the character of the
surrounding landscape. MHBC worked with the client to establish a
complete set of Urban Design Guidelines to establish a set of principles that
will achieve a sense of place, and community cohesion upon full build-out
of the community. Emphasis was placed on initiatives to encourage
pedestrian movement, built form, fenestration, preservation of the natural
environment, and a public realm that reflects and respects the existing rural
character of the surrounding area.

01.3

04.6

WINDOWS

Creating green and attractive neighbourhoods is key to
the vision of the Burnham Meadows Community. Strong
pedestrian linkages have been established throughout
the Burnham Meadows Community through the use of
trails and pathways, creating a green network of parks,
open space, stormwater management ponds and
natural features such as watercourses and wetlands.

i)

STORMWATER
MANAGEMENT PONDS

Stormwater management (SWM) ponds are to be
located within the vicinity of existing wetland and/
or watercourses in response to natural drainage
patterns of the site.
A naturalized approach to design and planting of
the SWM pond should be adopted using native
non-invasive species as provided in Appendix A.
Where a SWM pond abuts a road, landscaping
should be planted in a more urban manner to
provide an appropriate transition from the pond to
the street.

ii)

PARKS

The pathways and trails will be integrated with the parks,
SWM ponds, wetland, Commercial Village and other
amenities to establish a green network which circulates
though the community.

Entrances should be designed as fully wheel chair
accessible and connected to the streetscape
network.
Entrances to parks should be enhanced through
the use of pedestrian paths, seating, signage and
ornamental structures or vertical landscaping.

Entrances to the SWM facility should be enhanced
through the use of pedestrian paths, seating, signage
and ornamental structures or vertical landscaping.

The Park’s identity may be enhanced through the
design Park features (i.e. playground), planting
themes and/or distinct architectural elements.

If utility structures are to be placed in the SWM
facility, they should be screened from view through
planting and fencing where necessary.

Pedestrian trails should be designed to travel
through the SWM facility.
Views into the SWM facility should be promoted
through the arrangement of plantings.
Special landscaping will be used to soften the
appearance of mailboxes and above-ground utility
boxes.

TRAILS & OPEN SPACES

Trails and open space areas are intended to be passive
pedestrian areas and connection routes within the
neighbourhood.

Enhanced landscape treatment adjacent to the
entrance of a park frontage is encouraged to
mark the park as a destination/ feature within the
neighbourhood.

Pedestrian seating shall be provided at the edge
adjacent to streets.

Maintenance paths for the SWM facility may also
double as pedestrian trails that are fully wheel chair
accessible.

ii)

Special landscaping treatment should occur
where the park lies adjacent to a street (i.e. second
row of trees planted beyond the right-of-way).

